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The Brennan Cardigan

Required Materials

Worsted-weight yarn of your choice (sample shown uses 
Brunswick 100% sheepswool). 
1600[1700, 1800, 2000, 2100] yards

1 set 4.5 mm/US 7 needles
1 set 4.0mm/US 6 needles
1 4.0mm circular needle, 40 ins/100 cm long (for working 
collar/buttonband)
7 buttons, 1.5 inches wide
cable needle (cn)
stitch holders or waste yarn
tapestry needle
safety pins
stitch markers

Skill Level:
Intermediate

Inspired by a long, modern cardigan sweater worn by the 
character Dr. Temperance Brennan on the popular 
television series ‘Bones’, this sweater is a cozy and stylish 
addition to any contemporary woman’s wardrobe. This is a 
challenging project for knitters who already have experience 
knitting sweaters and garments with shaping. The finished 
sweater includes side panels featuring v-shaped ribbing, and 
a wide shawl collar which exposes a little bit of décolletage. 
Use a worsted-weight yarn of your choice with buttons to 
match. (v 1.3, July 18/07)

Skill Level: Intermediate

Knitters will be required to work 2x2 ribbing, increases and 
decreases, button-bands, set-in sleeves and armholes, short 
rows, and to work diagonal ribbing with the use of a cable 
needle. (Note: experienced knitters may find it easier to 
adapt the cable needle work to the “cabling without a cable 
needle” technique.) 

Knitters should be comfortable working with an “at the 
same time” instruction, as on the front pieces the neckline 
shaping and side/armhole shaping are worked concurrently.

I strongly recommend working a swatch of both the ‘left-
diagonal ribbing’ and the ‘right-diagonal ribbing stitches’ 
before beginning the pattern, to familiarize yourself with the 
stitch.

Measurements (for finished sweater)

XS[S, M, L, XL]
Chest: 32[34, 38, 42, 46] inches
Hip: 36[38, 42, 48, 52] inches

Length: 33[34.5, 36, 36, 37] inches
Armhole depth: 8.25[8.5, 9, 9, 9.5] inches
Sleeve width: 12[12, 13, 14, 15]

Gauge

20 sts/26 rows = 4" in stockinette stitch using 4.5 mm 
needles (or size necessary to obtain gauge)

by Glenna C. 



Pattern Notes

I strongly recommend working a swatch of both the ‘left-diagonal 
ribbing’ and the ‘right-diagonal ribbing stitches’ before beginning the 
pattern, to familiarize yourself with the stitch.

Diagonal Ribbing stitch

Shift 2 right: Slip p st to cn, hold in back. K2. P st from cn. 
Shift 2 left: Slip 2 k sts to cn, hold in front. P1. K sts from cn. 

Left-diagonal ribbing (multiples of 5 +3)
Row 0 (set up row, WS) [p2, k3]., repeat to end. P2, k1.  
Row 1: (RS) P1. [shift 2 left, p2], repeat to last 2 sts.P2. 
Row 2: (WS) k4, p2. [k3, p2], repeat to last 2 sts. K2
Row 3: (RS) [P2, shift 2 left], repeat to last 3 sts, p3. 
Row 4: (WS) [k3, p2], repeat to last 3 sts. k3.
Row 5: (RS) K1, p2. [shift 2 left, p2], repeat to end.
Row 6: (WS) k2. [p2, k3], repeat to last stitch, p1. 
Row 7: (RS) k2. [p2, shift 2 left], repeat to last stitch. p1.
Row 8: (WS) k1. [p2, k3], repeat to last 2 sts. p2.
Row 9: (RS) [shift 2 left, p2], repeat to last 3 sts. shift 2 left.
Row 10: (WS) As row 0.

Repeat Rows 1-10.

Right-diagonal ribbing (multiples of 5 +3): 
Row 0: (set up row, WS) k3, p2, repeat to last 3 sts. K3.
Row 1: (RS) p2, [shift 2 right, p2], repeat to end. 
Row 2: (WS) k4. [p2, k3], repeat to last 4 sts. k2, p2.
Row 3: (RS) p1. [shift 2 right, p2], repeat to last 2 sts. k2. 
Row 4: (WS) p2. [k3, p2], repeat to last stitch. K1.
Row 5: (RS) [shift 2 right, p2], repeat to last 3 sts. Shift 2 
right.
Row 6: (WS) k1, p2. [k3, p2], repeat to end.
Row 7: (RS) [slip 1 knit stitch to cn, hold to back of work. 
K1. P stitch from cn. [P2, shift 2 right], repeat to last stitch. 
P1.
Row 8: (WS) k2. [p2, k3], repeat to last stitch. P1. 
Row 9: (RS) p3. [shift 2 right, p2], repeat to end.
Row 10: (WS) As Row 0. 

Repeat Rows 1-10.  

W & T: (On knit stitches)
Knit until place indicated in pattern, move yarn to front of 
work, slip next stitch to RH needle, move yarn to back of 
work, slip the wrapped stitch back to LH needle, turn.

W & T: (On purl stitches)
Purl until place indicated in pattern, move yarn to back of 
work, slip next stitch to RH needle, move yarn to front of 
work, slip the wrapped stitch back to LH needle, turn.

Glossary

beg = beginning
BO = bind off
CO = cast on
cn = cable needle
k = knit
p = purl
pm = place marker
St st = stockinette stitch
st(s) = stitch(es)

Pattern Instructions

BACK

With smaller needles, CO 116[122, 130, 146, 158] sts. 
(RS) K2, p2. [k2, p2] to last 2 sts. K2.
Continue to work in ribbing until piece measures 2 ins from 
beg. Change to larger needles. Work in ribbing until piece 
measures 6 ins from beg, ending with a RS row. 

(RS) Work 28 sts in ribbing, then transfer these sts to a 
stitch holder. Knit across next 60[66, 74, 90, 102] sts. Put 
remaining 28 sts on a stitch holder. 

Work centre 60[66, 74, 90, 102] sts in St st until piece 
measures 10[11, 12, 12, 12] ins from beg, ending with a WS 
row. 
Next row: (RS) Dec 1 st at each end of needle, and on every 
following 4th row, 7[7, 7, 7, 9] more times. 44[50, 58, 64, 74] 
sts rem. Work evenly in St st until piece measures 16.5[17.5, 
18.5, 18.5, 19] ins from beg, ending with a WS row.

Next row: (RS) Inc 1 st each end of needle, and on every 4th 
row, 8[8, 9, 11, 11] more times. 62[68, 78, 88, 98] sts rem.
Work evenly in St st until piece measures 23[24, 25.5, 25, 
25.5] ins from beg, ending with a WS row. 
(RS) Inc 3 sts at each end of needle. 
(WS) Purl across. 
Repeat these last 2 rows twice more. 80[86, 96, 106, 116] sts 
rem.
Work evenly in St st until piece measures 25[26, 27.5, 27, 
27.5] inches from beg, ending with a WS row.
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Shape armholes:
BO 4[4, 5, 6, 7] sts beg next 2 rows. 
(RS) Decrease 1 st at each end of needle, and again on the 
next 1[1, 3, 3, 5]RS rows. 68[74, 80, 86, 90] sts rem.
Work evenly in St st until piece measures 5.25[5.25, 5.5, 6, 
6.5] ins from beg of armhole, ending with a WS row.
(RS) Change to smaller needles. K2, p2. [k2, p2] to last 2 sts. 
K2. 
Continue to work evenly in ribbing until piece measures 
8.25[8.25, 8.5, 9, 9.5]ins from beg of armhole.

Shape shoulders:
Work 8 sts in ribbing and transfer to stitch holder, BO 
52[58, 60, 62, 74]sts, work 8 sts in ribbing. 
At this point, work 1 shoulder at a time.

Right shoulder:
(WS) Work in ribbing.
(RS) BO 2 sts, work remaining sts in ribbing. (6 sts)
(WS) BO 2 sts, work remaining sts in ribbing. (4 sts)
(RS) BO 2 st, work remaining sts in ribbing. 
(WS) BO remaining sts. 

Left shoulder:
(WS) BO 2 sts, work remaining sts in ribbing. (6 sts)
(RS) BO 2 sts, work remaining sts in ribbing. (4 sts)
(WS) BO 2 st, work remaining sts in ribbing.
(RS) BO remaining sts.

Finish right side of back:
Return to stitches left on stitch holders at bottom ribbing of 
back piece (28 sts each side). 
With RS facing you, pick up the stitches left on the right-
hand side of the piece. 

Pick up 28 sts from stitch holder with smaller needles. 
(RS) Work left-diagonal ribbing along this panel, beginning 
with Row 1. 
Continue to work in diagonal ribbing until side panel 
measures 10 ins from beg (including the 6 ins of 2x2 
ribbing).
Keeping consistent with stitch pattern, decrease 1 st at 
inside edge (the edge that will later be attached to the centre 
Stockinette panel), and again every 6th row, 9 more time. 
(18 sts)

Continue to work even in pattern until side panel measures 
16.5[17.5, 18.5, 18.5, 19] ins from beg.
Dec 1 st at inside edge, and again every 6th row, 6 more 
times. (11 sts)

Continue to work even in pattern until side panel measures 
23[24, 25.5, 25, 25.5] ins from beg. 
BO 3 sts beg next 3 RS rows. 

Finish left side of back:
With RS of work facing you, pick up the stitches left on the 
right-hand side of the piece. 

Pick up 28 sts from stitch holder with smaller needles.
Work ‘right-diagonal ribbing’ stitch across these 28 stitches, 
decreasing as for the previous side panel. 

With tapestry needle, sew seams to attach the diagonal 
ribbing side panels to the centre St st panel.

RIGHT FRONT

With smaller needles, CO 48[52, 56, 64, 70] sts. 
(RS) K3. [p2, k2], repeat to end. 
Continue to work evenly in ribbing pattern until piece 
measures 2 ins from beg. Change to larger needles, work 
evenly in ribbing until piece measures 6 ins from beg, ending 
with a WS row. 
(RS) K 20[24, 28, 36, 42] sts. Transfer remaining 28 sts to 
stitch holder. Turn.
(WS) Work all sts as they appear.

Continue to work these first 20[24, 28, 36, 42] sts in St st 
until piece measures 10[11, 12, 12, 12] ins from beg, ending 
with a WS row.
Next row: (RS) Knit to last 3 sts in stockinette panel, dec 1 
st, k1. Work next 3 rows even in St st. Repeat these last 4 
rows 7[7, 7, 7, 9] more times. 13(17, 21, 29, 33) sts rem.
Work evenly in St st until piece measures 16.5[17.5, 18.5, 
18.5, 19] ins from beg, ending with a WS row.

Next row: (RS) Knit to last 2 sts in stockinette panel, m1, 
k2. 
Work next 3 rows evenly in stockinette stitch. Repeat these 
last 4 rows 8[8, 9, 11, 11] more times. 22(26, 31, 41, 45) sts 
rem.

Note: After this point, be aware of BOTH the ‘armhole shaping’ and 
‘neckline shaping’ instructions. They will be worked AT THE 
SAME TIME. Read through both sets of instructions before 
proceeding.

Armhole shaping:
Work evenly in St st until piece measures 23[24, 25.5, 25, 
25.5] ins from beg, ending with a WS row. 
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Next row: (RS) Inc 3 sts at end of row 
(WS) Purl across. 
Repeat these last 2 rows twice more. 31[35, 40, 50, 54] sts 
rem.
Work evenly in St st until piece measures 25[26, 27.5, 27, 
27.5] inches from beg, ending with a RS row.

Shape armhole:
(WS) BO 4[4, 5, 6, 7] sts at beg of row, continue to work 
remaining sts in St st. 27[31, 35, 44, 47] sts rem.
(RS) Dec 1 st at end of row, and on every following RS row 
1[1, 3, 3, 5] more times. 25[29, 31, 40, 41] sts rem.
**Work evenly in St st until piece measures 5.25[5.25, 5.5, 6, 
6.5] ins from beg of armhole, ending with a WS row. 
(RS) Change to smaller needles. Work K2, p2 ribbing across 
all stitches. Continue in ribbing until piece measures 
8.25[8.25, 8.5, 9, 9.5]ins from beg of armhole.**

Neckline shaping:
When piece measures 23[24.5, 26, 26, 27] ins from beg, 
begin neckline shaping (This will happen at the beg of the 
needle on RS rows) 

(RS) BO 2 sts at beg of row, continue remaining sts in St st.
(WS) Purl.
Continue to decrease sts at neck edge in this manner, 
binding off sts in subsequent rows as follows: 
BO 2 sts at the beg of the next 2[2, 2, 3, 4] RS rows. 
BO 1 st at the beg of the next RS row and again every other 
RS row 3[7, 9, 10, 15] times.
(This is a total of 8(12, 14, 19, 24) sts decreased over 12[20, 24, 
28, 40] rows)

Continue to work according to instructions between ** 
above in the armhole shaping directions. 

Shape shoulder:
(WS) BO 2 sts, work remaining sts in ribbing. (6 sts)
(RS) BO 2 sts, work remaining sts in ribbing. (4 sts)
(WS) BO 2 st, work remaining sts in ribbing.
(RS) BO remaining sts.

Return to 28 sts left on stitch holder. Work diagonal ribbing 
and shaping as for left side of back.  
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LEFT FRONT

Work as for right front, reversing all shaping instructions.

For side panel with diagonal ribbing, work diagonal ribbing 
and shaping as for right side of back.

SLEEVE (make 2)

With smaller needles, CO 42[42, 46, 50, 54] sts. 
(RS) K2, p2, [k2, p2] to last 2 sts. K2.
Continue to work in ribbing until piece measures 2 ins from 
beg. Change to larger needles, work in ribbing until piece 
measures 6 ins from beg, ending with a WS row. 

Work in St st until piece measures 7 ins from beg, ending 
with a WS row.

Next row: (RS) Inc 1 st each end of needle, and again every 
6th row, 9[9, 9, 10, 10] more times. 62[62, 66, 72, 76] sts rem.

Continue to work evenly in St st, until piece from beg 
measures 18[18, 19, 19.5, 19.5] ins from beg, ending with a 
WS row.

Shape sleeve cap:
BO 4[4, 5, 7, 7] sts beg next 2 rows. 54[54, 56, 58, 62] sts 
rem.
Next row: (RS) Dec 1 st at each end of needle, and again on 
the following 14[14, 15, 16, 18] RS rows. (24 sts)
BO 2 sts at beg of next 4 rows. (16 sts)
BO rem 16 sts. 
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FINISHING AND COLLAR/BUTTONBAND

Sew shoulder seams and side seams. 
Sew sleeves into armholes. 
Sew up sleeve seams.

Work buttonband and collar: 
With safety pin #1, mark the point at which the neckline 
decreases begin.
With safety pin #2, mark the point at which the neckline 
decreases end. 
With safety pin #3, mark the centre of the back neckline. 
The buttonband/collar will first be worked on the right 
front, then on the left front. 

With long circular needle, and starting at bottom of right 
front, pick up stitches as follows. 
Pick up 112[120, 128, 128, 134] sts between bottom of right 
front and safety pin #1.
Pick up 18[22, 26, 30, 42] sts between safety pin #1 and 
safety pin #2.
Pick up 30[30, 32, 32, 34] sts between safety pin #2 and 
safety pin #3.

Work short-rows to shape inside of collar:
(WS)Starting at back of neck, work in k2, p2 ribbing to 
safety pin #2. Wrap and turn (W& T).
(RS) Work even in ribbing to end of row.
(WS) Work even in ribbing to wrapped stitch. Work wrap 
together with that stitch, then w&t the following stitch.
(RS) Work even in ribbing to end of row.
Repeat these last 2 rows until all sts between safety pin #1 
and #2 have been worked into ribbing in the collar. 

Shape buttonband:
Next row: (WS) work all collar sts even in ribbing and 
continue to work rest of sts on needle in ribbing also. 
Work 4 more rows even in ribbing. 
Next row: (RS) work all sts as set, working 7 buttonholes 
evenly spaced between safety pin #1 and the bottom of 
buttonband. (To work buttonhole: BO 3 sts. On next row, 
CO 3 sts over buttonhole and continue to work evenly in 
ribbing as set.)
Work 5 more rows even in ribbing.  

Next row: (WS) BO all sts between bottom of buttonband 
and safety pin #1. Work remaining sts even in ribbing. 
Next row: (RS) Work even in ribbing to end of row.
(WS) Work even in ribbing to 2 sts from end of row. W&T.
(RS) Work even in ribbing to end of row. 
(WS) Work even in ribbing to 3 sts from end of row. W&T.
(RS) Work even in ribbing to end of row.
(WS) Work even in ribbing to 4 sts from end of row. W&T.
Continue to work short-rows in this manner, wrapping & 
turning on WS rows 1 st away from the previous wrap, 7 
more times. 
Continue to work short-rows in this manner, wrapping & 
turning on WS rows 2 sts away from the previous wrap, 6 
times.

Next row: (RS) Work even in ribbing to end of row.
(WS): Work even in ribbing across all sts, working all wraps 
together with their sts. 
(RS) BO all sts. 

Repeat these buttonband and collar instructions for the left 
front, omitting buttonholes. (Rows marked as “WS” on 
right front will translate to “RS” rows on the left front.)

Sew buttons on left front to match placement of 
buttonholes.

Weave in all ends. 
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